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FHWA Programmatic Consultation Avoidance and Mitigation Measure 1: Ensure all 

operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat 

habitat are aware of all environmental commitments, including all applicable AMMs. 

Northern Long-Eared Bat     

(Myotis septentrionalis) 
 

NLEB DESCRIPTION: 

The Northern Long-Eared Bat (NLEB) is between 

3” and 3.7” long with a wingspan of 9” to 10”.  

NLEB are medium to dark brown on back and 

have tawny to pale brown undersides. NLEB 

have long ears. NLEB are nocturnal, they are 

active at night and sleep during the day. 

 

Hibernating NLEB by Ann Froschauer USFWS 

PROTECTION: 

NLEB populations have been decimated by 

White‐Nose Syndrome, a fungal disease that 

affects bats during hibernation. When a 

species experiences a significant population 

decline and is determined to be at risk, it may 

be listed under the Endangered Species Act 

(ESA). The NLEB was listed as threatened under 

the ESA on April 2, 2015. Threatened species 

are likely to become endangered in the 

foreseeable future and endangered species 

are in danger of becoming extinct. This listing 

provides special protections for NLEB, which 

are intended to help the population recover.  

HABITAT: 

NLEB habitat is found throughout New 

Hampshire. NLEB hibernate in caves and mines 

called hibernacula during winter. NLEB swarm 

in wooded areas surrounding hibernacula in 

fall. During late spring and summer NLEB roost 

and forage in upland forests. During the day 

NLEB roost under bark and in tree crevices of 

both live trees and snags (dead trees). NLEB 

sometimes also roost in caves and structures, 

like buildings and bridges. 

NH DOT CONSERVATION MEASURES: 

NH DOT incorporates conservation measures 

into projects to protect the NLEB. The specific 

conservation measures for each project are 

found in the Summary of Environmental Issues. 

Dead and sick bats of any species must 

immediately be reported to the Bureau of 

Environment, call 271-3226. Contact Rebecca 

Martin at the Bureau of Environment 271-3226 

for explanation of NLEB conservation measures. 

MORE NLEB INFORMATION: 

To learn more about the NLEB visit the USFWS 

website and search for the species by name.  


